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Memorandum Consensus inter Secretariam Status Sanctae Sedis et Gubernationem 
Phylarchiarum Arabicarum Confoederationis De Exemptione Visorum.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Secretariat of State of the Holy 
See and the Government of the United Arab Emirates on mutual exemption of 
entry visas for holders of Diplomatic special (official and service) passports.

The Government of the United Arab Emirates and the Secretariat of 

State of the Holy See; hereinafter referred to as “the Parties”;

Desiring to develop bilateral relations and strengthening the existing 

cooperation between the Parties;

Confirming their willingness to work on the exemption of holders of 

diplomatic, official and service passports issued by the Parties from entry 

visa requirements to enter each other’s territory;

Taking into account the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 

1961 and the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations of 1963,

Have agreed as follows;

Article 1

Under this Memorandum of Understanding, the holders of the following 

passports are exempted from visa requirements:

1.  For the Holy See: Diplomatic and Service Passports, which are valid for a 

period not less than six months.

2.  For the United Arab Emirates: Diplomatic and Special Passports, which 

are valid for a period not less than six months.

Article 2

1.  Each Party shall allow the holders of diplomatic, official and service passports 

issued by the other Party to enter in, exit from, transit through its respective 

territories without a prior entry visa, and free of charge.

2.  Each Party shall allow the holders of diplomatic, official and service pass-

ports issued by the other Party to stay in its territory without entry visa 

for a maximum period of 90 days.
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Article 3

In case any of the Parties appoints any of the holders of the specified 
passports to its diplomatic missions to the other Party, it shall notify the 
other Party of this appointment before the appointee’s arrival to its territory.

Article 4

Both Parties shall be committed to take the following actions:

1.  The two Parties shall exchange specimens of their passports specified 

in Artide 1 through diplomatic channels as of the signature date of this 

Memorandum of Understanding.

2.  In case any Party introduces any amendments to its passports, this Party 

shall produce to the other Party specimens of these new passports three 

months before their introduction date.

3.  Both Parties are committed to notify each other in case they produce any 

amendments to their domestic laws and regulations pertaining to passports 

specified in Artide 1 of this Memorandum of Understanding.

Article 5

Holders of diplomatic, official and service passports issued by the Parties 

are not allowed to work, or to be engaged in any profession or study in 

each other’s country without observing the relevant rules and regulations 

applicable in both countries.

Article 6

1.  Holders of diplomatic, official and service passports issued by the Parties 

should enter the territory of the other Party only through the border 

points designated for international passenger traffic.

2.  Holders of diplomatic, official and service passports issued by the Parties 

shall comply with laws and regulations in force in the other Party’s terri-

tory throughout the duration of their stay.

Article 7

1.  Both Parties have the right to deny entry or stay of any of the passports 

holders to its territories in case considered persona non grata or not ac-

cepted.
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2.  In case a passport of one Party has been lost or damaged, in the territory 

of the other Party, the passport holder shall inform the competent author-

ities of that Party to take appropriate action. The concerned Diplomatic 

Mission shall issue a new passport or travel document in accordance with 

the applicable regulations and shall inform the concerned authorities of 

the host Party thereon.

Article 8

Both Parties shall express their readiness to ensure the highest level 

of security of passports and travel documents against forgery. They shall 

reconsider the minimum-security standards for machine-readable travel 

documents recommended by the International Civil Aviation Organization 

(I.C.A.O.).

Article 9

This Memorandum of Understanding does not affect the rights and obli-

gations of the two Parties arising from conventions and other international 

agreements to which any or both of them are Parties.

Article 10

Any differences between the two Parties arising from the interpretation 

or application of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be settled by 

consultations and negotiations between them via diplomatic channels.

Article 11

1.  Any amendments to this Memorandum of Understanding shall be mutual-

ly agreed upon by the two Parties through the exchange of official notes 

through diplomatic channels.

2.  Amendments shall enter into force as provided for in Artide 12 of this 

Memorandum of Understanding.

3.  Either Party may suspend the application of this Memorandum of Under-

standing, either wholly or partially, for reasons of national security, public 

order or public health. Such suspension shall be immediately communicat-

ed to the other Party through diplomatic channels.
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Article 12

This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force from the 

date of signature and shall remain in force for an indefinite period, unless 

either Party notifies the other in writing through diplomatic channels of its 

intention to terminate it. Such termination shall take effect after 30 days 

from the date of its official communication of termination.

Done in Vatican City on the fifteenth day of September 2016 in two 

original copies, each in Arabie and English languages, and all texts being 

equally authentic. In case of divergence, the English text shall prevail.

c  Paul R. Gallagher 

For the Secretariat of State  

of The Holy See

Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan

For the Government  

of The United Arab Emirates
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Conventio inter Secretariam Status Sanctae Sedis et Gubernationem 

Phylarchiarum Arabicarum Confoederationis vigere coepit die XV mensis 

Septembris anno MMXVI iuxta normam Articuli XII.


