Acta loannis Pauli Pp I 783

CONVENTIO

INTER SANCTAM SEDEM ET LITUANIAE REM PUBLICAM
DE COOPERATIONE IN INSTITUTIONE ET CULTURA

AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE HOLY SEE AND THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
ON CO-OPERATION IN EDUCATION AND CULTURE

The Holy See and the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter referred to as
the "Contracting Parties");

in order to regulate relations between the Catholic Church and the Re-
public of Lithuania in the sphéres of éducation and culture;

the Holy See, acting in accordance with the documents of the Second
Vatican Council, particularly its déclaration Gravissmum educationis, as
well as the norms of Canon Law, and the Republic of Lithuania, acting in
accordance with its Constitution;

holding the principies of freedom of conscience and religion as recog-
nised and proclaimed by the international community;

having regard to the important moral, cultural and historie contribution
of the Catholic Church to the Nation's life;

acknowledging that in Lithuania Catholics constitute the largest com-
munity among the traditional religious communities in Lithuania recog-
nised by the State;

have agreed on the following:

Article 1

1. The Republic of Lithuania, upholding the principie of freedom of re-
ligion and acknowledging the natural right of parents to provide their chil-
dren with religious éducation, shall create the same conditions for teaching
the Catholic religion in al State and municipal schools of general éducation
as for teaching other curriculum subjects.

2. At the request of parents or guardians State or municipa pre-school
educational establishments shall be provided with conditions for Catholic
éducation.
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3. Ali educational establishments and study institutions shall guarantee
respect for religious convictions, symbols and values.

Article 2

1. Holding in respect freedom of conscience, everybody shall have a
guaranteed right to choose freely classes in religion or ethics as subject for
required moral éducation. Such a choice shall not be ground for discrimina
tion.

2. For students attending school up to the age indicated in the legd
acts of the Republic of Lithuania the right to choose classes in religion or
ethics shall be reserved to their parents or guardians. Students who have
reached the age indicated in the lega acts of the Republic of Lithuania
shall have the right to decide independently regarding religious éducation.

3. Students under the guardianship of the State or municipality shall
be guaranteed the right to study the Catholic religion, provided that
Catholicism is the faith professed by their families or relatives.

Artide 3

1. The qualifying certificate for teaching the Catholic religion shall be
granted in accordance with the procedure prescribed by the legai acts of
the Republic of Lithuania with due regard to the norms of the Conference
of Lithuanian Bishops.

2. Teachers of the Catholic religion must have the written authorisation
(missio canonica) Of the locai Bishop. Such authorisation constitutes an in-
dispensable part of the qualification requirements for the profession. From
the moment when the authorisation is withdrawn, a teacher shall lose the
right to teach the Catholic religion. The procedure for the notification of
the withdrawal of the authorisation shall be established by a separate
agreement between the authorised institution of the Republic of Lithuania
and the Conference of Lithuanian Bishops.

3. Teachers of religion in State or municipal schools have the same
rights and duties as teachers of other subjects.



Acta loannis Pauli Pp 1l 785

Article 4

1. In educational establishments where the Catholic religion is taught as
a subject of moral training, teachers and students of the Catholic religion
shal en joy the same opportunities as teachers and students of other sub-
jects as regards the development of extra-curricular activities, using the
school premises and resources.

2. Appreciating the contribution of the Catholic Church to the éduca
tion of youth, the Republic of Lithuania shall support the activities of
Catholic youth organisations, providing said organisations with the same
possibilities to use premises and resources of the State or municipal educa-
tional institutions as other public youth organisations registered in accor-
dance with the procedure prescribed by the lega acts of the Republic of
Lithuania.

Artide 5

The Catholic Church may organise courses and engage in spiritual-reli-
gious éducation in universities and other establishments of higher éducation
in agreement with the administration of these institutions.

Artide 6

1. The préparation of programmes for teaching the Catholic religion,
textbooks and other didactical materials for institutions of éducation shall
be 6rganised by the Conference of Lithuanian Bishops, in co-operation with
the compétent institution of the Republic of Lithuania. The prepared text-
books shall be approved for use by the Conference of Lithuanian Bishops
and by the compétent institution of the Republic of Lithuania.

2. The préparation and printing of textbooks on the Catholic religion
shall be financed in accordance with the general procedure established by
the compétent institution of the Republic of Lithuania, in co-operation
with the Conference of Lithuanian Bishops.

Artide 7

1. Each within its compétence, the authorised institutions of the Con-
tracting Parties shall ensure that the contents and methods of teaching the

53-AAS
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Cathalic religion comply with the reguirements established by the Catholic
Church and the Republic of Lithuania.

2. Professiona qualifications of teachers of the Catholic religion shal be
assessed and their work shall be supervised in accordance with the proce-
dure prescribed by the legad acts of the Republic of Lithuania with the
joint participation of the représentatives of the Conference of Lithuanian
Bishops.

Article 8

The Catholic Church shall have the right to establish educational estab-
lishments of various types and levéis or to be among the founders of such
establishments. Such institutions shall be established upon receiving writ-
ten authorisation of the compétent authority of the Catholic Church and
pursuant to the laws of the Republic of Lithuania. Education in such insti-
tutions shall be conducted according to Catholic doctrine, while subjects of
general éducation shall be taught according to the programme approved by
the compétent institution of the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 9

1. State or municipal educational institutions established together with
the Catholic Church, as well as programmes providing éducation of estab-
lished publie standards within non-State and non-municipal Catholic educa-
tional institutions, shall be financed by the budgetary funds allotted there-
to pursuant to the procedure prescribed by the Government of the Repub-
lic of Lithuania or its authorised institution to the same degree as State or
municipal institutions of a relevant type or level.

2. Supplementary programmes of non-State Catholic educational institu-
tions shall be financed by the founding institution.

Article 10

1. The Contracting Parties shall mutually recognise diplomas and aca
démie qualifications in éducation at the University level.

2. The authorised institutions of the Contracting Parties shall exchange
information on the récognition of qualifications.



Acta loannis Pauli Pp. 1l 787

3. The Republic of Lithuania shal recognise diplomas and académie
qualifications granted by the Faculty of Theology which had been in opér-
ation within the Inter-diocesan Seminary in Kaunas in 1940-1991.

4. In providing subsidies for State post-secondary schools (including
Universities), the Republic of Lithuania shall adso grant subsidies to schools
preparing teachers of Catholic religion, as well as to public institutions of
post-secondary éducation, including those wherein faculties of Catholic the-
ology, religious study centres and departments are established.

Article 11

1. The compétent authority of the Church may establish diocesan and
inter-diocesan seminaries for the spiritual and intellectual préparation of
candidates for the priesthood. Diplomas of higher éducation granted by the
seminaries shall be recognised in the Republic of Lithuania, provided that
the level of studies meets the quaification requirements set for higher édu-
cation.

2. Seminary professors and students shall have the same rights and du-
ties as professors and students from other educational institutions of an
équivalent level.

3. The Republic of Lithuania shall pro vide support to the Catholic sem-
inaries. The amount shall be fixed by a separate agreement between the
compétent institution of the Republic of Lithuania and the Conference of
Lithuanian Bishops.

Artide 12

1. Having regard to the right of its citizens to freedom of information,
the Catholic Church shall have access to public mass media. Catholic radio
and television programmes shall be broadcast pursuant to separate agree-
ment between the Conference of Lithuanian Bishops and the authorised in-
stitution of the Republic of Lithuania

2. The Catholic Church shall have the right to establish and possess its
owvn media network in conformity with Canon Law and the legai acts of
the Republic of Lithuania.
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3. Honouring the principie of religious freedom, the Republic of Lithua-
nia and the Catholic Church shall co-operate to guarantee respect for reli-
gious convictions and beliefs, ethical and religious values, religious symbols
and sacred objects in the media and public life.

Artide 13

1. The cultural and historical patrimony of the Catholic Church is an
important part of the national héritage, therefore the Catholic Church and
the Republic of Lithuania shall continue to co-operate to preserve this hér-

itage.

2. The archives of the Catholic Church that were expropriated between
15 June 1940 and 11 March 1990 and which are currently being kept at
the State Archives shall be left there for safekeeping. The authorised repré-

sentatives of the Catholic Church shall have the right to free access, to in-
vestigate and to publish the material from these archives without charge.

3. The conditions for the administration and safekeeping of the afore-
mentioned archives, as well as the procedure for the submission of informa-
tion on the available documents shall be stipulated by a separate agree-
ment between the Conference of Lithuanian Bishops and the authorised in-
stitution of the Republic of Lithuania.

4. The Conference of Lithuanian Bishops and the authorised institution
of the Republic of Lithuania will establish a permanent bilateral commis-
sion to perform the following tasks:

— decide on the future status of the movable and immovable cultural
treasures that were expropriated between 15 June 1940 and 11 March 1990,
while having regard to their religious value;

— draw up lists of movable and immovable cultural treasures in order
to receive full financing from the State for their conservation and restoration;

— draw up and update on a regular basis lists of movable and immov-
able cultural treasures in order to receive State support according to their
priority.

5. The Catholic Church, desiring that its cultural héritage should contin-
ue to be available to the public, shal ensure that the interested persons
are able to study and research it.
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Article 14

Should any divergences arise in future concerning the interpretation or
implementation of the present Agreement, the Contracting Parties will pro-

ceed by common accord to an amicable solution.

Article 15

This Agreement shall enter into force from the moment of reciprocal no-
tification of the fulfilment by the Contracting Parties of the procedures

necessary for its entrance into force.

Done in Vilnius on 5 May 2000 in two copies in English and Lithuani-

an, both texts being of equal force.

For the Holy See For the Republic of Lithuania
83 ERWIN JOSEF ENDER ALGIRDAS SAUDARGAS

SVENTOJO SOSTO IR LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS
SUTARTIS
DEL BENDRADARBIAVIMO SVIETIMO IR KULTUROS SRITYJE

Sventasis Sostas ir Lietuvos Respublika (toliau vadinamos Susitarian&io-
siomis galimis);

sickdamos reglamentuoti santykius tarp Kataliku BaZznyCios ir Lietuvos
Respublikos Svietimo ir kultiiros srityje;

Sventasis Sostas, vadovaudamasis Antrojo Vatikano Susirinkimo doku-
mentais, ypaC Gravissimum educationis deklaracija, taip pat Kanonu teisés
normomis, ir Lietuvos Respublika, vadovaudamasi savo Konstitucija;

remdamosi tarptautinés bendrijos pripazintu ir skelbiamu sazZinés ir re-
ligijos laisvés principu;

atsizvelgdamos i svarbu moralini, kulturini ir istorini Kataliku Bazny-
¢ios indéli { Tautos gyvenima;

konstatuodamos, kad Lietuvoje katalikai sudaro gausiausia bendrija iS
valstybés pripazinty tradiciniu religiniu bendriju Lietuvoje;

susitaré:



790 Acta Apostolicae Sedis - Commentarium Officiale

1 straipsnis

1. Lietuvos Respublika, vadovaudamasi religijos laisvés principu ir pri-
pazindama prigimting tévy teis¢ suteikti vaikams religini aukléjima, visose
valstybinése ir savivaldybiu bendrojo lavinimo istaigose kataliku tikybos
mokymui sudaro tokias pat salygas kaip ir kitu mokomuju dalykuy mokymui.

2. Valstybinése arba savivaldybiy ikimokyklinio ugdymo istaigose tévu
ar globéju pageidavimu sudaromos salygos katalikiSkam ugdymui.

3. Pagarba religiniams isitikinimams, simboliams ir vertybéms privalu
uZztikrinti visose Svietimo ir studiju institucijose.

2 straipsnis

1. Gerbiant sazinés laisve, kiekvienam garantuojama teis¢ laisvai
pasirinkti tikybos ar etikos kursa kaip privalomo dorinio ugdymo dalyka.
Toks pasirinkimas neturi biiti pagrindas diskriminacijai.

2. LankancCiu mokykla moksleiviy iki Lietuvos Respublikos teisés
aktuose nustatyto amziaus teis¢ rinktis tikybos ar etikos kursa priklauso ju
tévams ar globéjams. Moksleiviai, sulauke Lietuvos Respublikos teisés
aktuose nustatyto amziaus, turi teis¢ savarankiSkai apsispresti dél tikybos

mokymosi.

3. Valstybés ar savivaldybiu globojamiems moksleiviams uZtikrinama
teis¢ mokytis kataliku tikybos, jei katalikybé yra ju Seimoje ar gimingje iS-

paZistama religija.

3 straipsnis

1. Kataliky tikybos mokytojo kvalifikacija suteikiama Lietuvos Re-
spublikos teisés aktu nustatyta tvarka, atsiZvelgiant i Lietuvos Vyskupu

Konferencijos nustatytas normas.

2. Kataliku tikybos mokytojai privalo turéti rastiSka vietinio vyskupo
siuntima (missio canonica) mokyti tikybos. Sis siuntimas yra batina tikybos
mokytojo kvalifikaciniy reikalavimu dalis. Nuo siuntimo panaikinimo mo-
mento mokytojas praranda teis¢ mokyti kataliky tikybos. Informavimo
apie siuntimo netekima procedura Lietuvos Respublikos igaliota institucija
ir Lietuvos Vyskupu Konferencija nustato atskiru susitarimu.
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3. Kataliku tikybos mokytojai valstybinése arba savivaldybiu mokyk-

lose turi tokias pacias teisés ir pareigas, kaip ir kitu dalyku mokytojai.

4 straipsnis

1. Svietimo istaigose, kur mokoma kataliky tikybos kaip dorinio ugdy-
mo dalyko, kataliky tikybos mokytojams ir moksleiviams suteikiamos
tokios pat galimybés kaip ir kitiems mokomuju dalyku mokytojams ir
moksleiviams vystyti uzklasing veikla, naudojantis Siu istaigu patalpomis ir
iStekliais.

2. Lietuvos Respublika, vertindama Katalikuy Baznycios indélj i jau-
nimo ugdyma, remia katalikiSkuy jaunimo organizaciju veikla, suteik-
dama vienodas galimybes, kaip ir kitoms Lietuvos Respublikos teisés
aktuy nustatyta tvarka iregistruotoms jaunimo visuomeninéms organi-
zacijoms, naudotis valstybiniu arba savivaldybiu Svietimo istaigu

patalpomis ir iStekliais.

5 straipsnis

Pagal susitarima su mokymo institucijos vadovybe, Katalikuy BaZnycia
gali organizuoti kursus ir uzsiimti dvasiniu-religiniu lavinimu universite-

tuose ir kitose aukstojo mokslo institucijose.

6 straipsnis

1. Kataliku tikybos mokymo programu, vadovéliy ir kitos didaktinés
medZiagos Svietimo istaigoms rengima organizuoja Lietuvos Vyskupu Kon-
ferencija, bendradarbiaudama su Lietuvos Respublikos kompetentinga in-
stitucija. Parengtus vadovélius tvirtina vartojimui Lietuvos Vyskupu Kon-

ferencija ir Lietuvos Respublikos kompetentinga institucija.

2. Katalikuy tikybos vadovéliu rengimas ir leidyba finansuojami pagal
bendra Lietuvos Respublikos kompetentingos institucijos nustatyta tvarka,

bendradarbiaujant su Lietuvos Vyskupu Konferencija.
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7 straipsnis

1. Susitarian¢iuju Saliu igaliotos institucijos pagal savo kompetencija
uztikrina, kad kataliku tikybos mokymo turinys ir metodai atitiktu Kata-
liku BaZnycios ir Lietuvos Respublikos nustatytus reikalavimus.

2. Kataliku tikybos mokytojo atestacija ir darbo prieZiira vykdoma
Lietuvos Respublikos teisés aktu nustatyta tvarka, kartu dalyvaujant Lie-

tuvos Vyskupu Konferencijos atstovams.

8 straipsnis

Kataliky BaZnycia turi teisg steigti ivairiy tipu ir pakopuy Svietimo is-
taigas ar buti viena iS ju steigéju. Tokios institucijos kuriamos gavus
rastiSka kompetentingos Kataliky BaznycCios vadovybés leidima ir remiantis
Lietuvos Respublikos istatymais. Siose institucijose ugdoma pagal kata-
likiSka doktrina, o bendrojo lavinimo dalyku mokoma pagal Lietuvos Re-

spublikos kompetentingos institucijos patvirtinta programa.

9 straipsnis

1. Valstybinéms ar savivaldybiy Svietimo istaigoms, isteigtoms kartu su
Kataliky BaznycCia, ir nevalstybiniu bei nesavivaldybiu katalikiSky Svieti-
mo istaigyu valstybinio standarto iSsilavinima suteikian¢ioms programoms fi-
nansuoti Lietuvos Respublikos Vyriausybés ar jos igaliotos institucijos nus-
tatyta tvarka atitinkamai skiriamos biudZeto 1éSos tiek, kiek to paties tipo

ar pakopos valstybés ar savivaldybiu Svietimo istaigoms.

2. Nevalstybiniy, katalikiSky Svietimo istaigu papildomas programas fi-

nansuoja steigejas.

10 straipsnis

1. Susitarianciosios galys pripazista viena kitos auk$tojo mokslo sistemu

diplomus ir kvalifikacinius laipsnius.

2. Igaliotos SusitariancCiujy, Saliu institucijos keiciasi informacija kvali-

fikaciju pripaZinimo srityje.
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3. Lietuvos Respublika pripazista Teologijos fakulteto, veikusio 1940-
1991 metais Kauno Tarpdiecezinéje kunigu seminarijoje, iSduotus diplomus

ir suteiktus kvalifikacinius laipsnius.

4. Lietuvos Respublika, skirdama subsidijas valstybinéms aukStesnio-
sioms ir aukStosioms mokykloms (iskaitant universitetus), skiria jas ir
toms, kurios rengia katalikuy tikybos mokytojus, taip pat valstybinéms
aukstosioms mokykloms, kuriose yra isikiire kataliky teologijos fakultetai,

religijos studiju centrai ar katedros.

11 straipsnis

1. Kompetentinga Kataliky BaZznycios vadovybe gali ikurti diecezines ir
tarpdiecezines seminarijas dvasiniam bei intelektualiniam kandidaty pa-
ruoSimui kunigystei. Seminariju suteikiami aukStojo mokslo diplomai pri-
pazistami Lietuvoje, jei studiju lygis atitinka nustatytus aukstojo mokslo

kvalifikacinius reikalavimus.

2. Seminarijy déstytojai ir studentai turi tokias pacias teises ir pareigas,

kaip ir kitu atitinkamos pakopos Svietimo instituciju déstytojai ir studentai.

3. Lietuvos Respublika remia KkatalikiSkas seminarijas. Konkretus
paramos dydis nustatomas atskiru Lietuvos Respublikos kompetentingos

institucijos ir Lietuvos Vyskupu Konferencijos susitarimu.

12 straipsnis

1. Remdamasi pilieciy, teise | informacijos laisvg, Kataliky BaZnycia turi
teis¢ naudotis visuomeninémis Ziniasklaidos priemonémis. KatalikiSkos radi-
jo ir televizijos programos transliuojamos pagal atskira Lietuvos Vyskupu

Konferencijos ir Lietuvos Respublikos igaliotos institucijos susitarima.

2. Kataliku Bazny¢ia, remdamasi Kanonu teise ir Lietuvos Respublikos
teisés aktais, turi teis¢ steigti ir valdyti savo ziniasklaidos priemoniu tinkla.

3. Gerbdamos religijos laisvés principa, Lietuvos Respublika ir Kataliky
BaznyCia bendradarbiauja, sieckdamos Zziniasklaidoje ir vieSame gyvenime
uztikrinti pagarba religiniams isitikinimams ir nuostatoms, taip pat etinéms

bei religinems vertybéms, religiniams simboliams bei sakraliniams objektams.
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13 straipsnis

1. Kulturinis ir istorinis Kataliky BaznyCios palikimas yra svarbi na-
cionalinio paveldo dalis, todél Katalikuy Baznycia ir Lietuvos Respublika ir

toliau bendradarbiaus, kad iSsaugotu §i pavelda.

2. Kataliku BazZnycCios archyvai, kurie buvo neteisétai nusavinti laiko-
tarpiu tarp 1940 mety birzelio 15 dienos iki 1990 metu kovo 11 dienos,
esantys valstybei priklausanCiuose archyvuose, palickami dabartinése ju
saugojimo vietose. Katalikuy BaZznyCios igaliotiems atstovams suteikiama

teisé laisvai naudotis, tyrinéti ir skelbti $iu archyvu medZziaga nemokamai.

3. Minéty, archyvu tvarkymo ir saugojimo salygas bei informacijos apie
turimus dokumentus pateikimo tvarka apibrézia atskira sutartis tarp Lie-

tuvos Vyskupu Konferencijos ir Lietuvos Respublikos igaliotos institucijos.

4. Lietuvos Vyskupu Konferencija ir Lietuvos Respublikos igaliota in-
stitucija sudarys dviSale nuolating komisija, kuri:

— nustatys Kataliku BaznyCios kilnojamu ir nekilnojamu kulturos ver-
tybiu, neteisétai nusavinty nuo 1940 m. birzelio 15 d. iki 1990 m. kovo 11
d., ateities statusa, atsizvelgiant i ju religing verte;

— parengs kilnojamu ir nekilnojamu kultiiros vertybiu sarasus pilnam
ju konservavimo ir restauravimo darbu valstybés finansavimui gauti;

— parengs ir periodiSkai patikslins kilnojamu ir nekilnojamu kultiiros

vertybiu saraSus prioritetine tvarka valstybés paramai gauti.

5. Kataliku BaZzny¢ia, siekdama, kad jos kultiiros paveldas ir toliau bu-
tu prieinamas visuomenei, uZztikrina suinteresuotiems asmenims galimybeg
domeétis juo ir ji tyrinéti.

14 straipsnis

Ateityje kilus nesutarimams, aiSkinant ar vykdant 8ia Sutarti, Susitari-

anciosios §alys bendrai spres juos, siekdamos draugisko sutarimo.
15 straipsnis

Si Sutartis isigalios nuo to momento, kai SusitarianCiosios Salys prane§

viena kitai apie proceduruy, reikalingu jos isigaliojimui, atlikima,
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Sudaryta Vilniuje 2000 m. geguzés 5 d. dviem egzemplioriais angly ir

lietuviuy kalbomis. Abu tekstai turi vienoda galia.

Sventojo Sosto vardu Lietuvos Respublikos vardu
£8 ERWIN JOSEF ENDER ALGIRDAS SAUDARGAS

Conventione inter  Apostolicam Sedem et Lituaniae @ Rem  Publicam rata
habita, die XVI mensis Septembris anno MM ratihabitionis istrumenta accep-
ta et reddita mutuo fuerunt in civitate Vaticana; a quo die Conventio vigere

coepit ad normam articuli XV eiusdem Pactionis.

CONVENTIO

INTER SANCTAM SEDEM ET LITUANIAE REM PUBLICAM
DE IURIDICIALIBUS RATIONIBUS QUAE RESPICIUNT INTER
CATHOLICAM ECCLESIAM ET CIVITATEM NECESSITUDINES

AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE HOLY SEE AND THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
CONCERNING JURIDICAL ASPECTS OF THE RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE STATE

The Holy See and the Republic of Lithuania,

with the aim of establishing a juridical framework for the relations be-
tween the Catholic Church and the Republic of Lithuania;

the Holy See, acting on the basis of the documents of the Second Vati-
can Council and the norms of Canon Law and the Republic of Lithuania,
acting on the basis of the provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of
Lithuania;

having regard to a special role of the Catholic Church, especially in
strengthening the moral values of the Lithuanian nation, as well as its his-
torical and current contribution to the social, cultural and educational spheres;

acknowledging that the majority of the citizens of the Republic of
Lithuania profess the Catholic Religion;

adhering to the principle of religious freedom, enshrined in international
juridical instruments;

have agreed on the following:



